On the Front Lines
Serving
With Joy

By Neal Bernards

IS T1 ocmacs G the Dattle againss

bunger, Rev. Paul Amopoulos lies

w akay 00 the oot ines. s B
pie's Ministry church on 1000 Oliver Ave. N
serves o Beadguanons of s war against po
ety in aoah Minncpois. Armopocdons leak 2
charge of volsssrces wha seeve Boc meals.
distnbuie free clodeny 20d food, and loed
srarmacnls oo the Gy stoeets

Amopuadis, & balding, bearded s allee-

siomtely called “Passor Paul® by bes Clicsts
and helpons, noes hus Penterantal Missaon oot
of 3 tralickecd soee <hudds building har's
found new life with fresh paing 3ad enezyy
froan its congs of wolumeons. Jeamne Duaraed,
dministranoe and putibc relilions direcion o
Drsciple’s Ministry, calbs volumeers the “hack-
o of the sy,

“We voudda't sarvive wihout them. | sce
how the sty s pulling e noahside
gether™

Vobsneoens of 28 ages sad Coloc0ome 10 the
chmsrch sbaily ga serve Sanch and dinoor oo 440
peuple. Smdeg Lices a “praise che Loads”
grunpmph s ey rater what Pastor Paul
spgests © “the Lagest ministey in the Mid-
wisl " No one gots pand foe his o her wodk, yet
Dundeods vam it 1o sorub pois in the
Wichen, sull bags with grocersics, of detri-
wie free chthing Asyond wio sieps theuugh
the claarch's SO0 is pot 1o wirk

"M gives 3 ponon 3 fecling of scceptance,”

said Pastor Pawd “Mimy yosagg people don's
koww the joy of o * pood b

There's plenty of juy 1o go around a1 Deci
Pes Ministry, which dissibotes 10000 10
12000 bags of groceres (o e oocly v.;;ll
mooth Reoguents come from as L away &
Onscny andd Ricicdd 10 get three bags filled
wath beexd, mcat and canoed goods, 3s well s
otlier So0d sems thar b been domated shat
month.

1o adafirson to oo doastons fioes copan
oo, Deciples Masstey ocods $500,000 3
year do buy fuoed and -.lolhu Muost of the
Moy Comes from bwngglt the
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‘Helpers assist in unl.oading and
loading the ministry b us

viscs work 3t the ofsech on weokdays,
preachos Frukays and Suncays, and rides along
with e Tl el on wheels® bus owery
aght His wife, Jan, & cqually ambicsos in the
minesry

1 lowve ie | woulda® cade # for stk
she said, while fcoding sraneonss “We'te
Joing soancthuag 10 halp poople. 1% excaliny
when yon see 3 lifie clange

Both Fastoe Pt 2ol his wile chasgod their
bvey in 1922 alier they apened their Boase 10

uyum; peuple mvolved in dregs and prossie-

tion. Sewcc then, Pasior Pl Sughse in Sible
| wchools and ovangclnod s thie Upper Midwest
bofose crestng Doaciples Minsicy. A solf
procismsad e hersacher/ovangelis,”
he's never feceived Joreal ey far lus
wark, but 10 Pasior Pael, dacmpliac and love
LAY MOce Weighe tan & collope degrec.
“Thar |discipline] & whal Amencz neods
mow, IO pe ol oar Derilgge that’s boen
cupped along the way, Wore cuming back Lo
thuse values out of 3 peed ™
Pastor Pasd socs outstancieg noeuls wher
over e Sooks, 3md thas sacaes be's 2 basy man.

He airs 3 ctaly mewagre v KUXL cadeo. which

B revordal po cooclle pes Ao some s
sehooks and s in Alrca A el b
Pocssai Crosacs the ovvan, b X 1w

cont af puur maoey on ANV ot [
herp peuple Eom cheaming] 1s tard cescugh
00 COINE i @0 standd n Sec. The humisation
is bad coough wihout king questsons”

Some teegry people avoad food sheves anil
i kschen copandion of whother (e
thorms are ashed. Maoy peokr 10 kerp Lo the
srecss, shying awwy from hoelp comters like
Disciple’s Maedry. That's why Pasior #aul
searneed the T mezals an whee e bus to cach
thewe peuple who Gl besween the eracho.

Fatoe Paul had 3 “visim™ of eovangueg 3
sl B s 1t could serve Tt Food 1o 1an
sAents where they b The wiste bus, with 2
vord of Jeses an the side, gucs Jowneaan
cvexy naght ac 5.

SreCt poophe migrEe wa she Sevenuls Seoet
Deickee owar sundoar s the Exbeg sun retlocs
olf the oy skyboe. They enter the 2Sacat
mobede camgg toom Tor 3 meal of hot soup,
samdhmictics, desson aed colfoe. They 1k
yuictly boGuse caemg 1 werivs Dusiness
Twenty esnuecy kecr, twa men come off 1he
Bits ey Doots and g kers from she Bas's
clothing rck. resdy so Dce another gt
aganed the clments,

The bes sparks G0 e and rumbies acnes
the mukdy 7 yad bock w0 the Disaple's
Mumncry beadiguanors, The transents can'i go
fame, but 2t least they bnow whsere b bﬂ o
Bot sl Lodnonn W

—

focus his cfiorss on b omas Buckyad.
TYou doslt ove Lo g UNEnCas 10 st 3
pubsioe. You <l g0 10 the mondiade” sed
¥ Pastor Paulk. “The dillerence between Alika
and hore o ot o wese seikks Mmooy 10 the

Unlrad Way coetrbested 350,000 mn year
o Mb‘m Lo gt the faods neoosan ta
enprunind is Ope CATO IN10 3 WARTERRDG, s
Dy the vacane Schiwagent plant, (o meet fising
needs

"We started here theee years ago, aad ir's
st caben off in e last vovo and-atalf yoan”
e sused of the asssion he moved from Brook-
Iy Park 10 1he onar poaisadc

Accueding vo Pasor Pad, the recent eco
Dome renaiaane ot wkled dowa o the
Mower cbaes yes,

“The reasdn weeve soen e dise [ povony |
iy Begher taxes, Bpolls, raises in wailiy coses
annd 3 cutback e ald. s cansall people ta find
ot ways 10 foed thosew hes ™

Last week hundreds of peuple lined up oul
sile the Clundh @ spanghike wamah for free
pecers donued by PllsonyTosna. Fatce
Paul dlevcuad she framan trffic sl Estened 1o
roquents from poople who  sccded h\l[l
Between huggog and growing people, he
eaplamed s motivaeian

“Is the Gt ol dhe Land We uymbuguod
oamphe o others o provoke Bhem 10 good
warks

Pictor Paud uses 2 tough waork ctbec and &
Hmuiriess seore of encrgy 60 peod hisvoluneers
o new heghts of charniry.

“1 come trom a background of hard woek”
seed 1 PASTOE WHONS Parenils ras 3 reslaarant.
1 shrive on e 1 iried $0 Gk 2 VacLion once
and ot baredd Jfer 15 minures.™

Pastoe Paul can't get boned when be seper-

L They g0 wnd poraons, thaegh. Last Gl
Daaciphe’s Minisdry gave awary HU,000 pounds
of potates i twaanda hadf hours. Dusaod
couklnt bebiove the response

e worricd dout how we'd get ol of
then ™ seid Dt "hot childres s prasd-
mothers uscd whanover they coukl rodragthe
Tugs out of hone ™

Onorwhiclesng crowids absa come 1o 1he
wioc-werkly beeal bes mn&xqﬁ( s Minis:
=y ar E ol y
th Manncapadis, The line ofen srci (T
foe threequaners of hlock a peaple, incdud
o many cklerty, wait fur bags of becad aoud
pwet rolls No Dus foutes froes thae anca pass
the chusch. Siace the people can't come &
the food. Pastor Paul brings the Sood o the

“ l’hnc Crom s prone 10 b fomihe grosnd foe

- Prior Paels messge of sihaton. He secs bes
wrhan minisry 3 3 mess of “getliog 0" w0
share the p-pd.

O (s Scssage bs That you mast be hors
agin,” siid Paszor Paul, who peppens i can-
versations with scrpiiec venes. 1 luve lod 45
peopde 10 the Lond ounsde the beead bus. You
hawe 30 show peuple yos are sincere. Fing you
meet the poople’s nanueal pocds, thon ther
spirituad™

Unlike many food peograms, Disciple™s Min
sary ducan’t subpect oo soukiog Akl o an
endice burrgge of guestions.

“About 2 percent of the peaphe chest cos
sexencly,” be sl “You coukd wasie 59 per

On the
Frontline

The battde against hunger
and want is 2 continuing
one, and you cannol
always wait for the needy
o find their way to the
appropriate door, One
area pastor and his flock
have found innovative
ways Lo bring assistance
dm:al) 1o those who




